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The Honorable Pat Quinn I
Office Qf the Governor of the State of Illinbis
State Capitol
207 Springfield
Springfield, IL 62706
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Dear Governor Quinn

The American Society of Association Executives ("ASAE") is a section 501(c)(6) individual membership

organization of more than 22,000 association executives and industry partners representing nearly 12,000 tax-

~x~WQtQrganizations.lts memJ?ers m~ag~lea_d~g tra_deassocia~~,i!!diviQ~I~embershi-p societies, and-
voluntary organizations across the Unite~ States and in 50 countries around the globe.

As you prepare for the 2014 deafiline for implementing the health care exchanges outlined in the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care A.ct, I WfUld like to offer the association community as a partner in the
creation of these exchanges. The exchan es have received bipartisan support during the health care debate and

separate legislation for their creation rec ived the support of groups like the National Association of Realtors.
..,.

~f~if i~r~~~p~~n,~i1I\~~O~millions of small. employe~s and individuals the chance to find cost-efficient health
care offenngs that will allow them to contm:ue offenn~ affordable coverage to employees.

S~t~ ~:4~~~~1~9~~iations have an infrastrtlcture in plaQ~ to assist all entities at the state level in receiving and
diss-em'ihatfitg I'llfonnation to individuals an~ employers. out health insurance and health care options.

?~~.~u~~.tPey already possess the infrastrtlc~re to assist i! the creation of Exchanges, associations can makec ,

creating Exchanges more affordable. Associations are at able to disseminate information on health insurance

options to their members and other intereste
t parties. Thi is one of the reasons that associations are

specifically mentioned in the Patient~r~tec .~n an~ Affotj .able Care ~ct ~s.possible navigators in the.

EXchange~.. Many .me~bers~fassocI~tlons,: mclud~gb~me~ses ~~ m~lvI~ua1s, already look oocthelr
membership organization for Information on health msurance.1 PartIcIpating m the Exchanges would be a
natural extension of these activities. I

tAssociations offer a wide range of services and benefits t ~ir diverse memberships across the United States.
In essence, associations are already doing what stateExc ges are seeking to do: unite people from different

-~ _.~ ~ ; ' socio-economic and culti1ta1 backgrounds into a pool \JIb d1ey can find a variety of affordable and useful

health care benefits. We urge your state 10 utilize and buil on: this existing capabi1ity in order to make sure
th~t the Excbangesare effective and successful.

I
You can see the diverse number of associati9ns in your s~te, as well as some statistics on the association

community, through our~websitewww.th 0 erofa.or. A.s y()U begin creating the Exchaqges, we encourage

youto'}etthese ass~ciations help ybu pro 1 d important imuramce infonnation and benefits to the citizens of

your state. ; . ,
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